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Prohibition of intoxicating liquors and drugs and boy-
cott of foreign cloth have ultimately to be by law. But the
law will not come till pressure from below is felt in no
uncertain manner.
That both are vitally necessary for the nation, nobody
will dispute. Drink and drugs sap the moral wellbeing of
those who are given to the habit. Foreign cloth under-
mines the economic foundations of the nation and throws
millions out of employment. The distress in each case is
felt in the home, and therefore by the women. Only those
women who have drunkards as their husbands know what
havoc the drink devil works in homes that once were
orderly and peace-giving. Millions of women in our
hamlets know what unemployment means. Today the
Charkha Sangh covers over one hundred thousand women
against less than ten thousand men.
Let the women of India take up these two activities,
specialize in them ; they would contribute more than men
to national freedom. They would have an access of power
and self-confidence to which they have hitherto been
strangers.
Their appeal to the merchants and buyers of foreign
cloth and to the liquor dealers and addicts to the habit
cannot but melt their hearts. At any rate the women can
never be suspected of doing or intending violence to these
four classes. Nor can Government long remain supine to
an agitation so peaceful and so resistless.
The charm will lie in the agitation being initiated and
controlled exclusively by women. They may take and
should get as much assistance as they need from men, but
the men should be in strict subordination to them.
In this agitation thousands of women, literate and
illiterate, can take part.
Highly educated women have, in this appeal of mine,
an opportunity of actively identifying themselves with the
masses and helping them both morally and materially.
They will find, when they study the subject of foreign
cloth boycott, that it is impossible save through khadi.